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August 31, 2022 
 
Daniel T Whitehead 
NYS DEC Headquarters 
625 Broadway 
Albany, NY 12233 
 
Re: Greenidge Generation LLC Permit Application ID 8-5736-00004/00020 
 
Mr. Whitehead: 
 
This letter is written in response to request for comments on Greenidge 'ĞŶĞƌĂƚŝŽŶ�>>�͛Ɛ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƚŝŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
an Article 15 Title 5 Excavation & Fill in Navigable Waters permit, and for a Section 401 - Clean Water Act 
Water Quality Certification for their generating facility located in Torrey in Yates County. 
 
The Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association (Pure Waters) is a 501(c)3 non-profit environmental 
stewardship organization dedicated to protecting and preserving the quality of Seneca Lake, and the 
recreational, water supply, business, and community life-opportunities which are enabled by that 
ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ͘��WƵƌĞ�tĂƚĞƌ͛Ɛ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ϭϬϬϬ�ƐƚƌŽŶŐ͕�ĐŽŵƉƌŝƐĞĚ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�ŽǁŶĞƌƐ͕�
farmers, fishermen, scientists, elected officials and the public --- all united in the effort to keep Seneca 
>ĂŬĞ͛Ɛ�waters safe, pure, and supportive of its important uses.   
 
Pure Waters respectfully submits the following comments regarding the application process: 
 

x We applaud prompt installation of Cylindrical Wedge Wire Intake Screens (CWWS) at the 
Facility's existing cooling water intake structure.  You are aware it has been five years since 
Greenidge obtained a permit which stipulates that these screens should be installed, and this 
length of time has resulted in continuous compromise of fish populations at the intake.  We 
request that the permit conditions stipulate installation of the screens within as short of a 
time period as possible, such as within 6 months of date of permit, with penalties identified in 
the permit for non-compliance. 

x Seneca Pure Waters notes ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ��ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ƚĞƐƚ�ƐĂŵƉůŝŶŐ at the proposed dredging area 
shows excessive levels of Mercury and Lead at one of its sample sites, as well as PAH, PCB, and 
pesticide chemicals.  We note that only four borings were taken.  This is too small a sample size 
to validate that there are not further contaminants in this historically industrial area of the lake.  
When these contaminants were discovered Greenidge should have immediately performed 
additional borings to either (a)confirm the findings as being incidental and/ or (b)to discover the 
complete depth, shape, and circumference of contamination that exists in or near the proposed 
area of dredging. As it now stands, one must assume all areas to be dredged, other than where 
the three other borings were taken, contain materials that are injurious not only to fish 
populations but also human health.  We cannot emphasize enough that cottage dwellers in the 
vicinity use the lake as a drinking source.  Their health must be considered as a top concern.     

x The need for dredging to occur for the installation of the CWWS, replacement of intake walls, 
and the installation of new pilings requires that high level precautionary steps be taken to 
protect fish populations as well as those who draw lake water directly for human use and 
consumption.  In a conversation we had with the DEC, as recently as August 29, 2022, we 
pointed out that currents, deep and at times strong, exist throughout Seneca Lake.  This was not 
disputed. Therefore, the use of turbidity curtains, or other like partial containment methods 
nearer the surface, will not satisfactorily stop the dispersion of hazardous materials.  We 
request that the permit conditions specify that dredging take place within an installed full 
containment method, such as a sheet pile or other cofferdam, to stop or severely restrict 
dispersion of hazardous materials that are possible to be encountered.  
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x We also applaud that the dredged material is to be dewatered in an upland area utilizing a filter 
bag within an enclosed berm area.  Given that the dredged material may contain hazardous 
materials, we request that the permit conditions stipulate that the solid spoil material and 
dredged liquids be properly tested prior to landfilling and found hazardous material disposed 
of in accordance with applicable practices.  

 
We understand that the DEC has defined the project as an Unlisted Action and has determined that the 
project will not have a significant impact on the environment.  Pure Waters notes, however, that the 
Negative Declaration cited by the Department appears to be based on the agency's original Negative 
Declaration in June of 2016, which, some six years ago, stated that "the installation of the Cylindrical 
Wedge Wire Intake Screens (CWWS) would require 'no significant amount of modification or alteration 
of the lakebed.͟  However, since that time, the necessary work to install the CWWS has changed and 
requires approximately 1100 CY of dredging and in an area that contains found hazardous materials the 
size and dimension of which remain an unknown. We request that DEC carefully review and/or reassess 
their previous finding considering these new facts and, at minimum, place the restrictions in the permit 
as cited above. 
 
During my thirty-eight-year legal career I became well acquainted with how governmental bodies have   
immunity from civil actions, with limited exceptions. One of those exceptions is lack of conducting an 
adequate study.  This stands for reason as serious harm can result from governmental action/ inaction if 
proper and complete investigation is not so undertaken. Perhaps the subject dredging will not cause 
widespread dispersal of mercury, PCBs, lead etc.  But conversely, what if that were in fact to occur?  
Clearly these contaminants cannot be easily cleaned back up. And who will be responsible for allowing 
that to take place?  These are very important matters to also consider when assessing and balancing the 
worthwhile desire for prompt and much overdue screen installation.      
 
Should there be the need for clarification of these comments, feel free to contact us at 
info@senecalake.org. We would appreciate being kept abreast of actions taken by NYSDEC in this 
regard, including informing us of any further notices or direction that NYSDEC is taking. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Jacob Welch 
President 
Seneca Lake Pure Waters Association 
Phone: (607) 329-0627 
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