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Former East Syracuse lab fined $150,000 for
backdating water and soil testing
Updated Mar 22, 2019; Posted Jan 08, 2014
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By John O'Brien | jobrien@syracuse.com

SYRACUSE, NY -- A federal judge today fined a former East

Syracuse lab $150,000 for falsifying chemical tests on water

and soil that it performed for 31 clients over three years.

U.S. District Judge Glenn Suddaby also placed the company,

Upstate Laboratories Inc., on probation for five years.

But the company has gone out of business, so it's unable to

pay the fine, according to its lawyer, William Dreyer.

Upstate Laboratories pleaded guilty last year to mail fraud,

admitting its employees regularly backdated more than 3,300

samples of water and soil in 2008, 2009 and 2010, knowing the

results might have been inaccurate.
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Among the victims were the town of Camillus, the Oswego

County health department, the state Department of

Transportation, the town of Moravia, the town of Oswego and

the Madison County Department of Solid Waste, according to

the company's plea agreement.

Many of the tests were related to landfills, to see if

contaminants had leached into nearby streams. There's no way

to go back and determine whether the samples presented

problems, Assistant U.S. Attorney Craig Benedict has said.

Dreyer said in court papers that there was no allegation that

Upstate's owner, Anthony Scala, was aware of the fraud when it

was happening.

Scala's wife, Carole Scala, owns another company, Enalytic

LLC, which does similar work. But she's used her personal

finances and none of Upstate's assets to keep that company

going, Dreyer wrote.

Federal prosecutors and agents with the Environmental

Protection Agency will look for any Upstate Laboratories assets

as a possible means of the company paying the fine, Benedict

said.
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The EPA notified the victims of the potentially inaccurate test

results.

The backdating scheme was known not only by lower-level

employees, but by a lab supervisor and possibly the lab

director, who has since died, Dreyer wrote in court papers.

It was done because Upstate Laboratories wanted to make

more money through a higher volume of tests, Benedict has

said.

In September 2010, EPA agents executed a search warrant at

the company's offices at 6034 Corporate Drive. They seized

records and interviewed many of the 70 employees. 

Contact John O'Brien at jobrien@syracuse.com or 315-470-

2187.

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of our affiliate links we may earn a

commission.
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