
                                                                                              March 26, 2019

The Honorable Andrew Cuomo

N.Y. State Capitol Building

Albany, New York 12224


Dear Gov. Cuomo,  


I am a resident of the Town of Torrey near Dresden on Seneca Lake. I have written you  several 
times in the past few years about regarding  the deteriorating condition  of Seneca Lake. The 
area that I am  most concerned about is the Keuka Outlet and the pollution that has occurred  
in the Outlet due to the following factors:  


1. RUNOFF FROM THE FARMS.  Much more  instruction needs to be done by the town, 
county  and state to decrease this problem and inform the farmers  of the need for their 
cooperation.

    

2.  THE PENN YAN WASTE TREATMENT PLANT (PYWTP). This plant is located in Penn Yan on 
the Keuka Outlet.  At this point they are operating without a permit and have been without one 
since Jan. 2017. In August of 2017, 35,000 gallons of partially treated sewage was discharged 
into the Outlet due to employee error. A consent order was issued and now almost two years 
later nothing has been done.  An alarm system was  ordered to be  put in place.  It has  not 
been installed. The engineering study has not even been done yet.  The recommendation was 
made by the DEC to have disinfection 6 months  a year, not the 12 months which all the 
residents  requested. The water from Seneca Lake is the only water available to us for 
household use. We have unsuccessfully attempted to get municipal water for many years.


Mr. D’Amato, from the DEC, stated in his letter to me that the permit would be issued 
according to the DEC policies and procedures. This is 2019 and perhaps it is time to update 
these policies and procedures.  People now realize that the clean water is a precious 
commodity and that the answer to pollution is not dilution. The Penn Yan Waste Treatment 
Plant has an obligation to disinfect the sewage water that they are now sending to Seneca 
Lake. The plant sends 1.2 million gallons per day of effluent down the Outlet. As a result, Keuka 
Lake continues to be a pristine body of water and Seneca Lake continues to deteriorate. The 
Outlet is heavily polluted with E-coli and coliform bacteria. The DEC, in their responsiveness 
summary on the permit stated that the Keuka Outlet is 8 miles long and this is a sufficient 
distance to kill the bacteria present.  In reality this distance is much closer to 5 miles from the 
waste treatment plant to Seneca Lake. The testing done by Seneca Lake Pure Waters (https://
senecalake.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Keuka_Outlet_factsheet_2017.pdf) over the past 
four years has shown that  bacteria levels are highly elevated and this distance is not sufficient 
for sunlight to kill the bacteria present in the Outlet. This results in a health risk for all the 
residents of the Dresden and the surrounding area.


The DEC, in 1999, gave the plant permission to stop ultraviolet disinfection. This was a mistake 
on the DEC’s part and now we are suffering the consequences 20 years later. Seneca Lake 
Pure Waters Association in 2014 , because of their concern with the deterioration of the 
Seneca Lake, started testing for E-coli, coliform bacteria and a variety of nutrients that are 
pouring into the Outlet and eventually emptying into Seneca Lake. The results of this testing  
showed very high levels of E-coli and coliform bacteria and are proof that the waste treatment 
plant is contributing heavily to the pollution of the Outlet and the area as it enters Seneca Lake. 
Now the DEC is telling us that it will be 2022 before the permit is in place and that the 
disinfection will be only for six months of the year. According to Senator O’Mara “ it would be 

https://senecalake.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/Keuka_Outlet_factsheet_2017.pdf
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too expensive to disinfect 12 months a year”. No one has given us any figures to document 
just how much it will cost. Whatever the cost is, the pollution that it causes and the subsequent 
damage to the lake and the health of the residents justifies the expense of disinfection.


3.THE LOCKWOOD LANDFILL. Groundwater contaminants are leaching from the landfill to the 
Keuka outlet. This ground water contamination contains heavy metals and is adding to the 
deterioration of Seneca Lake. There has been a consent order in place since 2015 and because 
of several extensions granted by the DEC, the remediation is supposed to be done by late 
2019.  From what we understand the work has not been done yet. Greenidge has now 
requested to expand the landfill.  Why should this be allowed? 


4. THE NEW NATURAL GAS PLANT.  The DEC has allowed the new natural gas powered plant 
to withdraw 150 million gallons of water each day and return it to the lake with a higher 
temperature. The intake pipe does not have a fish screen and thousands of fish are being killed 
every day. Now the owners have until 2022 to implement the permit. The DEC should have 
recommended a closed water cooling system instead of the current open water system.


These direct and indirect discharges, as well as the thermal warming from the natural gas plant, 
contribute to the toxic levels of the blue green algae in Seneca Lake near Dresden. Collectively 
all these pollution sources have created a “Perfect Storm” for the Dresden residents.  
Residents are confronted daily with using polluted water for household  water supply and 
recreational swimming. Why does it take the DEC so long to get a permit in place? 


Action Steps

It is time for the DEC to step up and do their job. It is nothing short of criminal for all this 
pollution, and it is way past time to remedy the situation.


1.  RUNOFF FROM THE FARMS. 

 

High nutrient concentration and elevated bacteria levels from farm runoff are contributing to 
water quality problems in Seneca Lake. To remedy this situation, we are requesting the 
following action:


	 Provide  financial and technical assistance to agricultural land owners to implement 

            conservation practices on their land to improve  water quality on the streams which                               
	 flow into Seneca Lake.  


There are a number of federal and state programs available to help farmers and communities to 
improve water quality. The USDA Farm Service administers a program called the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) that helps agricultural produces take farmland out of 
production in sensitive areas, such as river corridors. This helps improve water quality. Ninety 
percent of the practice costs are covered with the remaining ten percent either resting with the 
participants or US Partners for Fish and Wildlife.  Examples of the practice types include 
fencing, watering facilities and trees. CREP offers upfront and annual rental payments for the 
land where agricultural production is lost during the contract period. The Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP), available through the Natural Resources Conservation Service, is an 
additional program that provide financial and technical assistance to implement conservation 
practices.


2. THE PENN YAN WASTE TREATMENT PLANT


Ninety percent of the Dresden residents submitted letters of comment to the DEC regarding the 
permit for the PYWTP.  No changes were made in response to these comments. Only two of 



approximately forty commenters from Dresden were  acknowledged with a responsiveness 
summary. 


In view of the level of pollution, we are requesting the following actions:

	 a. Disinfection twelve months a year rather than seasonable to protect existing uses

            b. Cost analysis for disinfection (6 months or 12 months)

	 c. Completion of an engineering feasibility study

 	 d. Reclassification of the Keuka Outlet and Class B portion of Seneca Lake below the 

                confluence of the Keuka Outlet.

            e. All the residents who submitted letters of comment should be sent the      	 	 	
	     responsiveness summary.  When the second comment period was announced, we 	 	
	     called the DEC and were told that all the comments in the first comment period 	 	
	     would not need to be resubmitted.  Only two of us wrote additional letters of 	 	 	
	     comment.  We were the only residents who received the responsiveness summary.


3. THE LOCKWOOD LANDFILL


The landfill has been a source of pollution for many years.  Now is the time for closure, not 
expansion.

 


4. THE NEW NATURAL GAS PLANT.


The natural gas plant is increasing the temperature of the water that is being returned to the 
lake.  This increase in temperature is contributing to the  toxic blue green cyanobacteria.                 
There is increased mortality due to  the  lack of  a  fish screen on the intake pipe.

Immediate steps need to be taken:	   

	 a. Install a fish screen on the intake pipe

            b. Reduce impact by converting from an open water system to a closed water system, 

                which would reduce the amount of water necessary for cooling .


We have just heard recently that the state is granting 10 million dollars to Penn Yan for the 
beautification of Main Street.  The money would be better spent to help modernize some of 
these aging waste treatment plants on the lake which will improve the condition of Seneca 
Lake.

 

There is a solution to all these problems. We just need to address the problems and solve them 
effectively. They are solvable.


 Sincerely,

 Eileen Moreland 

1292 Arrowhead Beach Road

Dresden, New York 14441

eileen.moreland@yahoo.com

585 703 9577


cc:

 Douglas Paddock, Chairman, Yates County Legislature

Patrick Flynn, Supervisor, Town of Torrey

Yvonne Taylor,  Seneca Lake Guardian

Penn Yan Waste Treatment Plant

Seneca Lakes Pure Waters Association

Paul D’Amato, DEC Region 8

Linda Downs, President , Arrowhead Beach Association


mailto:eileen.moreland@yahoo.com


cc:

Some of Dresden area resident commenters on permit for PYWTP notified by e-mail through 
Arrowhead Beach Association


Harold  Tones

Una Tones

Patrick Hoke

Brenda Olson

Mary Hilderbrandt

Joy Anne Russell

Grant Downs

Linda Downs

Alan Brignail

Lisa Pietrocarlo

Donna Rae Sutherland

Bill Crumlish

 Dr. Jane Crumlish

Georgiana MacMahon

 Mike Curry

Mary Beth Curry

Nancy Dalton 

Carol Wild 

Tom Legutko

Gerry Legutko

Robert Ramin

Dr. Deconcini

Robert Denson

Annette Harris

Ken Campbell 

Ellen Campbell

Hillard Sarver

Mike Williams

Kathy Williams, RN

 Nancy Sarver

Margie Euing

Dieter Schwarzbauer

Bob Muldowney 

Dr. John Moreland

Eileen Moreland 

Phil Bracht

Linda Bracht  

Carolyn First

Jon Hessney



