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Parker, Reginald (DEC)

From: aj@bigredbear.biz
Sent: Friday, August 17, 2018 8:55 AM
To: Rick Cisterna
Cc: Parker, Reginald (DEC); Annal, Thomas (DEC); Smith, Nicole X (DEC); Kazmierski, 

Matthew J (DEC); Vigneault, Thomas M (DEC); Anthony D'Elia; Nancy Hourigan
Subject: Re: Proposed Modifications to Hourigan Lagoon Ownership and Operation

ATTENTION: This email came from an external source. Do not open attachments or click on links from unknown senders or 
unexpected emails. 

Hourigan Dairy Farm LLC will be responsible for maintaining and operating the lagoon on Maiden Lane in the town of 
Mentz under its CAFO Permit and accepts responsibility for the environmental compliance associated with it as part of 
our CAFO Permit obligations.  Hourigan Dairy Farm, LLC further provides assurances that the lagoon will remain under 
the CAFO Permit threshold for non-manure material.  
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
On Aug 16, 2018, at 2:36 PM, Rick Cisterna <rickc@roinfrastructure.com> wrote: 

Reggie, 
  
Thank you for your email and follow up questions. As we recently discussed, Hourigan Dairy will have 
responsibility for the lagoon under their CAFO permit and we have appropriate management procedures 
in place to ensure the 50% manure restriction is adhered to.  Please see our formal responses below: 
  

1. We will need confirmation from Hourigan Farms that they accept this responsibility as part of 
their CAFO permit obligations.  AJ will respond to this email confirming 

  
2. Based on the previous information provided to DEC, we need to better understand how the 

lagoon will remain under the CAFO permit/Part 360 exemption threshold given the information 
we have shows that it will store digestate made primarily from food waste at some point.  The 
existing digester facility 360 permit does allow the digester to process up to 90% food waste as a 
maximum case scenario. We requested this scenario to be permitted so that we have the worst 
case permitted and have flexibility to operate in that range should it be desired in the future. 
Note that we are not required to operate at 90% food waste and have consistently operated less 
than 50% food waste over the last year.  

  
3. We are asking that both CH4 and Hourigan Farms provide confirmation and assurance that the 

lagoon will remain under the CAFO exemption threshold, and also provide the method(s) that 
will be used to track compliance with this requirement.  We confirm the lagoon will remain under 
the CAFO exemption threshold and have appropriate procedures in place to manage the system 
to meet the requirements. Our first control is the management of feedstock into the digester. We 
document feedstock quantities received and fed to the digester on a daily basis. We will create a 
monthly report that is shared with Hourigan Dairy that documents the quantities delivered to the 
Hourigan Dairy lagoon as well as the percentages of food waste and manure. If a monthly report 
indicates over 50% food waste for some reason, we have the flexibility (and intend if needed) to 
bring additional manure directly to the Hourigan Dairy lagoon to dilute the digestate to achieve 
the 50% food waste limitation. This procedure will provide clear and open documentation to 
ensure the lagoon does not exceed the food waste limitation on an annual average basis. 
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We hope this clarifies and provides reasonable assurance the lagoon will  be managed to satisfy CAFO 
requirements. 
  
Thank you, 
Rick Cisterna, Manager 
CH4 Generate Cayuga, LLC 
  
  
From: Parker, Reginald (DEC) [mailto:reginald.parker@dec.ny.gov]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 15, 2018 11:41 AM 
To: Rick Cisterna; aj@bigredbear.biz 
Cc: Annal, Thomas (DEC); Smith, Nicole X (DEC); Kazmierski, Matthew J (DEC); Vigneault, Thomas M 
(DEC) 
Subject: RE: Proposed Modifications to Hourigan Lagoon Ownership and Operation 
  
Hi Rick and AJ, We are trying to finalize our determination of how the proposed storage lagoon at the 
Hourigan Farm property in Mentz is regulated under DEC regulations. We have received from CH4 the 
two attached emails, one of which describes an owner/operator scenario that places the responsibility 
for maintaining and operating the lagoon with Hourigan Farms under their CAFO permit.  In this 
scenario, Hourigan Farms would also be responsible for environmental compliance for the storage 
lagoon.  We will need confirmation from Hourigan Farms that they accept this responsibility as part of 
their CAFO permit obligations. 
  
The second email is related to the percentage of non manure material that will be stored in the 
lagoon.  The email from CH4 indicates that the lagoon will store <50% non manure material on a volume 
basis annually.  The <50% threshold is of particular importance since under DEC regulations the storage 
lagoon would not be eligible to be covered under Hourigan’s CAFO permit if the lagoon  exceeds this 
threshold for non manure material, and would instead require a DEC Part 360 permit.  DEC has received 
prior documentation that indicates that the lagoon is being built as part of CH4’s upgrade plan for the 
Cayuga Generating digester facility in Auburn to allow that facility to process up to a 90% food 
waste/10% manure mix at the digester facility.  Below are excerpts from the March 2018 engineering 
report that discuss the project and the construction of a lagoon to support the project.  
  
We had also received previously the information below from Hourigan Farms that indicates that he 
lagoon will store digestate made primarily from food waste: 
  

• CH4 Generate Cayuga, LLC is constructing and will own and operate an approximately 10 million gallon 
storage lagoon for the purpose of storing effluent from their commercial digester.  The primary feedstock for 
their digester will be food waste in addition to some dairy manure.    

  
Based on the previous information provided to DEC, we need to better understand how the lagoon will 
remain under the CAFO permit/Part 360 exemption threshold given the information we have shows that 
it will store digestate made primarily from food waste at some point. 
  
We are asking that both CH4 and Hourigan Farms provide confirmation and assurance that the lagoon 
will remain under the CAFO exemption threshold, and also provide the method(s) that will be used to 
track compliance with this requirement. 
  
Thank you for your continued cooperation on this matter. 
Reggie Parker 
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Engineer’s Report 

CH4 Generate Cayuga, LLC 

Town of Sennett, Cayuga County, NY 
GHD | One Remington Park Drive, Cazenovia NY 13035 USA 
11144102 | March 2018 
  
  

2. Projected Feedstock Volumes and 

Characteristics 
Mass balance models have been developed for the improved facilities, and general results are 
included in Attachment C. 
The current operation processes about 85 percent manure and 15 percent liquid food waste. It is 
planned to have the Cayuga County digester accept up to 6,000 gpd of dairy manure and 
46,000 gpd of pre-processed/diluted food waste, at a ratio of approximately 10 percent manure/ 
90 percent food waste (a combination of pre-packaged food waste and municipal source separated 
organics [SSO]). 
  
7.8 Digestate Storage 
A new off-site digestate storage lagoon will be constructed as part of this project on farmland in 
Cayuga County, NY. The lagoon will allow temporary storage of digestate prior to land application, 
and will allow storage of digestate during winter months or wet periods when land application is not 
Reginald Parker, P.E. 
Regional Engineer 
  
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
Region 7 
615 Erie Blvd. West, Syracuse, NY  13204 
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