
 

 

 
 
 

Statement by Circular enerG LLC on Failed State Legislation 

June 21, 208 

The New York State Assembly acted responsibly by declining to pander to NIMBYs and junk science by 

declining to consider a law to pull the Circular enerG waste-to-energy project out of the state Article 10 

process.  This technology is the best option for trash, and results in huge environmental benefits 

compared to landfills, including lower emissions of greenhouse gasses, and no odors or emissions of 

harmful levels of toxic air pollutants.  In contrast, facilities like High Acres in Perinton are causing huge 

problems for their neighbors, and accidental fires at landfills are the biggest emitter of dioxins in the 

nation.   

The facility would convert a largely vacant Army base to a green energy center to run adjacent business 

like greenhouses, and would not emit any industrial wastewater.  The trash would be brought in by an 

average of one train per day on an existing rail line, or a modest volume of trucks that traffic studies 

would not cause congestion.  Rather than burning fossil fuels, it would burn trash that would otherwise 

rot in landfills, and would recycle the resulting metals and ash. 

The “Justification” for the legislation was science fiction, and the State Assembly realized that.  Each 
point in the bogus “Justification” will be addressed: 

“Fundamentally, trash incinerators are not effective mechanisms for 
electricity generation, often producing less electricity than is 
expended to burn waste materials, and at a higher cost.” 

That is totally false.  The excess electricity generated by the plant, after accounting for the minimal 
electricity to run the facility (i.e. to run material handling equipment, fans, lighting, etc.), amounts to 
60 to 80 megawatts exported to the electrical power grid.  If the project weren’t exporting excess 
electricity to the grid it wouldn’t have even needed to go through the Article 10 process because it 
wouldn’t have been a major electrical generating facility.  

“They also produce toxic ash from burning a range of solid wastes 
which can vary widely in chemical output, making compliance with 
emissions and toxic waste limits difficult.”  

The ash will not be toxic.  In Florida, ash is used as a supplement to asphalt and cement, and Circular 
expects to do the same.  All air pollution limits would be easily satisfied, and there would be no 
harmful toxic emissions.  The biggest emissions of dioxins are actually landfill fires, backyard burning 
and forest fires, and leaving landfills as the only alternative will increase toxic emissions when 
compared to waste-to-energy. 

“These facilities are effectively solid waste landfills which 
contravene New York's goals to increase recycling rates.” 



 

     

 

 

This is also wrong.  Waste-to-energy plants are not landfills.  Under the Solid Waste Hierarchy 
contained in the New York Environmental Conservation Law, waste-to-energy is preferred, and 
landfilling is only used as a last resort.   This is the technology used across Europe, China as well as in 
Long Island, Syracuse and Niagara Falls.  The facility will use sold waste as fuel in place of fossil 
fuels.  This facility would save about 168,485 tons per year of carbon dioxide equivalent emissions 
compared to landfilling and burning fossil fuels to make the same electricity.  The recycling markets 
are collapsing since China will not take the bulk of our recyclables anymore.  The State should 
concentrate on finding ways to actually recycle rather than trying to stop waste-to-energy, and 
promoting sham recycling, including using recycled glass to cover landfills, and warehousing 
supposedly recycled plastics. 

 “Construction of the largest trash incinerator in New York State is 
proposed for the Finger Lakes region, under an expedited permitting 
process for siting electricity generating facilities”  

This would not be the largest incinerator in the State.  Covanta Hempstead is bigger (2,505 tons per 
day), and the Covanta Niagara Falls and Wheelabrator Westchester are essentially the same size 
(2,250 tons per day). 

“Siting a trash incinerator in the Finger Lakes region, with the 
associated impacts of air and ash pollution, will significantly damage 
the local tourism, winery and agriculture industries.” 

There will be no pollution and no impacts on tourism.  This will stop pollution caused by landfilling. 
However, the wine industry is thriving in spite of the largest landfill in the State being located at 
Seneca Meadows. 


