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Easier said
than done
Mitt Romney does

it virtually every
time a TV cam-

era points his way.
He stands up, expands

his chest and proclaims
that on the first day he
becomes President of the
United States, he’ll abolish
Obamacare.

Old act, Mitt, but it neg-
lects a couple of factors.

There’s no guarantee
you’ll ever become presi-
dent.

Your own Senate leader
says it can’t be done.  

In an address to health
care workers in his native

Kentucky
this week,
Senate
Minority
Leader
Mitch
McCon-
nell said
“…it’s a
lot harder
to undo
something

than it is to stop it in the
first place.”

Continuing, he said, “If
you thought it was a good
idea for the federal govern-
ment to go in this direc-
tion, I’d say the odds are
still on your side.”

The health care law is a
super complex legal matter
that occupies 2,700 pages
of closely written legisla-
tion. 

The subsections have
subsections and everything
has modifiers.

It is not one thing but
many, many, many. So
despite what Romney and
GOP fellow travelers like
Tom Reed would have you
believe, one declaration by
one president wouldn’t
conceivably put an end to
the package.  

Republicans have made
repeal their holy grail since
the Supreme Court upheld
the healthcare law, based
primarily on the opinion
of the GOP Chief Justice
John Roberts.  

I’m surprised that there
hasn’t been a cry for
Roberts’ removal in view of
his vote. But apparently
even Republicans realize
that Supreme Court 
justices serve for life; only
they can remove them-
selves. 

So President Obama’s 
signature legislative victory
remains in place and GOP
attempts to remove it will
be much more difficult
than any of them imag-
ined.  

Sorry, gang, the law that
is 2,700 pages long is such
a multi-faceted animal that
it won’t disappear merely
by declaring, “Begone!”’

•••

That isn’t Romney’s only
problem. The populace, it
seems, doesn’t buy all his
claims of being a job cre-
ator.

His business policies
have led to the export of
hundreds of thousands of
American jobs to places
like China and India.  

His company bought
hundreds of American
firms, gathered all the cash
they could get their hands
on and then folded U.S.
operations by moving busi-
ness overseas.  

Initially this wasn’t real-
ized by many in this coun-
try but over time, the fog
has been lifted and now
Bain Capital has a reputa-
tion for as much job
destruction as once it
claimed for job creation.  

The candidate’s relation
to the firm is no longer the
positive factor it was once
considered. 

Once you know what
Bain actually did the more
you have to wonder.   

Bob Rolfe, a retired Leader
reporter/editor, can be
reached by writing The
Leader, PO Box 1017,
Corning, NY 14830 or
theinsider1@aol.com.   
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Perfect targets
Both sides of the

white-hot gas
drilling debate

agree that any day now,
Gov. Andrew Cuomo will
allow high-volume
hydrofracking of shale gas
formations in certain sec-
tions of upstate New York.

The Cuomo team
appears ready to limit
fracking to five counties
along the Pennsylvania
border where geological
prospects are good and
pro-fracking sentiment
runs strong: Steuben,
Chemung, Tioga, Broome
and Chenango. 

The governor would
permit it first in commu-
nities that express support
for the controversial
drilling technology,
according to a recent arti-
cle in The New York Times
that has been widely
interpreted as Cuomo’s
trial balloon.

That plan sounds
sounds reasonable enough
until you take a closer
look. Then it becomes
clear that there are no
towns that are authenti-
cally pro-fracking. In fact,
the gas drilling debate
splits communities just as
effectively as fracking
cracks open shale rock.

Consider Wheeler, a
town of about 1,300 peo-
ple eight miles north of
the Steuben County seat
of Bath.

Wheeler has a substan-
tial Amish population that
relies on organic farming
and a vocal group of other
residents who are ardently
anti-fracking.

But their political inter-
ests are represented by a
town board dominated by
members who stand to
reap personal financial
gain from gas develop-
ment.

At a town meeting May
14, speaker after speaker
urged the board to enact a
ban or moratorium on gas
drilling. They expressed
fears that heavy well
drilling, pipeline construc-
tion and truck traffic
would industrialize the
rural area and contaminate
local groundwater.

The Amish typically
avoid public town hall
meetings that begin with
an all-stand Pledge of
Allegiance to the flag and

often unravel into ran-
corous debate.

But a lean, bearded
Amish community leader
broke with tradition to
attend the May 14 board
meeting out of concern
that drilling could render
his community unsuitable
for organic farming. For
nearly two hours, he sat in
a back corner next to his
driver and listened in
silence.

Neil Vitale, a representa-
tive of the Steuben
County Landowners
Coalition, wasn’t so shy.

Though he doesn’t live
in Wheeler and was clearly
outnumbered by Wheeler
residents who disagreed
with him, Vitale boldly
appealed to the board to
endorse local gas drilling.

His landowner coalition,
like many that have
sprung up in western New
York, is made up of mem-
bers who have leased their
property to drillers and are
hoping to cash in on gas
development. 

His coalition-drafted res-
olution was a cookie-cutter
version of ones passed in
Bath and a handful of
other nearby towns. It sig-
naled that Wheeler
opposed any local ban or
moratorium on fracking.
It’s exactly the kind of sig-
nal – or political cover –
Cuomo is angling for.

When Vitale spoke up,
he was preaching to the
choir. Like Vitale, four of
the five Wheeler board
members had leased their
land to gas drillers.

Although the board was
reluctant to pass the coali-
tion resolution that night
because the town attorney
was absent, the matter was
held it over for reconsider-
ation June 11.

Before the vote at the
June meeting, the board
listened as a letter signed
by 30 residents opposed
to gas drilling was read
aloud. It asked those
board members with gas
leases to refrain from vot-
ing on gas issues.

“To (vote) would violate
their responsibilities as
Town Board members to
act in the interest of all
the residents of the town,
and not their own person-
al interest, when their per-
sonal interest is in conflict

with the interests of other
residents in the Town,”
the letter said.

The board rejected that
plea for recusal and voted
4-1 to signal its support
for gas drilling. The ‘no’
vote came from the only
board member who didn’t
appear in local land
records as a gas drilling
leaser.

Since then, representa-
tives of six towns that rep-
resent the majority of
land in the Keuka Lake
watershed have written
the Wheeler board asking
it to reconsider. They
stress that the harsh
industrial effects of frack-
ing – especially groundwa-
ter contamination – do
not stop at the Wheeler
town line. Those effects
threaten Keuka Lake’s
wine/tourism/farming
economy.

“This major industrial-
ization of your rural area
will impact not only your
town, but also the entire
watershed,” the letter said,
noting that Bath and
Wheeler were the only
towns in the watershed
that have not enacted a
ban or launched the
process to enact one.

While anti-frackers
dominate wine country,
landowner coalitions tend
to hold sway in Steuben
and the four other
Pennsylvania border
counties that Cuomo is
targeting for gas drilling.
Even in Wheeler, gas leas-
ing is very common, and
the dominance of anti-
drilling sentiment dis-
played at public meetings
does not necessarily
extend to the community
at large.

So to Cuomo, Wheeler
looks like a perfect target.

To those who question
his judgment, he can
always point to the town
board’s vote. And he can
count on the Amish to
accept their fate quietly.

■ Peter Mantius is a
freelance journalist from
Schuyler County who
closely follows shale gas
drilling issues. He is a
former longtime reporter
for the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution and editor of
two business weeklies in
the Northeast.

So they can get something done, after all.

On Friday, in the wake of the Supreme Court’s
landmark decision on the constitutionality of
the hotly contested health care bill, Congress
put aside its differences for a day and passed a
bill that includes two measures on which they
had earlier deadlocked: transportation funding
for the next two-plus years and an extension of
a student loan subsidy.

The $127 billion transportation legislation and
continued, $6.7 billion subsidy of student loans
for another year – along with a flood insurance
package – passed the House 373-52 and the
Senate by a margin of 74-19. Republicans –
mostly tea party no-compromisers – cast all the
“no” votes. Nonetheless, it has been a while
since one has witnessed pluralities that large,
with both sides giving a little to be done with
these issues in an election year and get out of
town.

Specifically, the GOP backed off its insistence
on construction of the Keystone pipeline over
the White House’s objections in the transporta-
tion bill. Senate Democrats sliced $1.4 billion for
land and water conservation. Both sides irritated
constituencies – spending hawks on the right,
enviRarely does a piece of legislation make
everyone happy, but that’s how things get done
in Washington and in life, where only the
unwise allow the perfect to be the enemy of the
good. This legislation was not ideal. Disparate
issues were bundled under the same bill umbrel-
la at the 11th hour, a practice this page would
like to see end. The details were not posted for
public review 72 hours in advance, though the
bill’s excessive length - another grievance - made
it unlikely many Americans would have read it
anyway. There still is a long way to go before
anyone can say we have good government in
Washington, D.C.

Meanwhile, these are bandaids rather than
true remedies or reforms, with big challenges
down the road. The 18.4 cent-per-gallon gas tax
tapped to fund much of the transportation bill
is a dying revenue stream, and a replacement
will have to be found for infrastructure invest-
ments; it’s not prudent to put those off. Student
loans cannot be subsidized at this 3.4 percent
interest rate forever; at some point our state and
national politicians have to wrestle with the big-
ger issue, which is the soaring cost of college
threatening to put higher education out of reach
for many Americans.

That said, these measures were no-brainers for
passage. The transportation bill means jobs –
some 3 million created or retained – in a nation
where unemployment still hovers around 9 per-
cent. As to the student loan situation, who
wants to get stuck with the anti-student, anti-
education – anti-young voter – label in an elec-
tion year?

It’s important to note as well that these meas-
ures appear to be paid for, aligned with revenue
streams, though in the transportation bill’s case
about $19 billion had to be reprioritized from
Treasury.

This will be about it from the 112th Congress,
with but 29 days remaining on the legislative
calendar between now and the election. Not
everything got taken care of – significant
changes to some farm programs, an overhaul of
the U.S. Postal Service are still sitting there – but
it will have to do.

It does go to show that Republicans and
Democrats can work together when they want
to, when they’re up against a deadline – student
loan rates would have doubled starting today -
or when they have something more pressing,
like campaigning, vying for their time. It would
be a service to the nation if Americans could see
more of this kind of cooperative action coming
out of Congress, before things reach a crisis
stage.
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